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Module code AN-2308 

Module Title American Literature 

Degree/Diploma Bachelor of Arts (English Studies)  

Type of Module Major Option / Breadth 

Modular Credits 4 Total student workload 8 hours/week 

Contact hours              4 hours/week 

Prerequisite AN-1203 Introduction to English Literature 

Anti-requisite None 

Aims 
To offer the study of literature produced by the United States and its corollary literary movements. This 
module provides a serious grounding in the literary works by formative American writers who have shaped 
critical literary movements initiated by the concerns and issues of the day. Additionally, students are 
encouraged to approach primary texts using various reading approaches (e.g. new historicism, new criticism) 
to aid their understanding. 
 
 

Learning Outcomes:  
On successful completion of this module, a student will be expected to be able to: 
 

Lower order : 20% - Understand the history and development of American Literature, including key 
movements that inform its writings 
- Recall quotes pertaining to key themes, characterisation and narration of texts 

Middle order :  20% - Analyse texts according to their use of literary techniques, socio-historical 
background, key literary movements etc. 
- Apply the use of secondary criticism and readings to enrich responses to primary 
texts 

Higher order: 60% - Evaluate the text’s efficacy in portraying its themes, and interpret links between 
historical events and the textual messages within the narrative 
- Synthesise secondary criticism and analyses to present a cogent argument in essays 
- Work independently and collaboratively in a team 

Module Contents 
-The analytical study of U.S. literature, including selected poetry, letters and novels. 
-The relationship between the U.S. and Great Britain that informs the texts 
- Formative literary movements, including transcendentalism, realism, modernism 
- Salient historical issues, e.g. the declaration of independence, American slavery, American Civil War, the 
Great Migration, and World Wars, providing the context of the narratives studied in this module 
 

Assessment Formative assessment Regular essay surgeries will present opportunities for 
formative feedback to students, so they are able to sharpen 
their close reading and writing skills for an improved grade. 
 

Summative assessment Examination: 30% 
 

Coursework:  70%            
- 2 essays    ( 50%) 
- Oral presentation   (20%)   

 
 
 

 


